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THE  PEIRCE  FAMILY  RECORD.* 

1.  Isaac  Peirce,  ol  Boston,  b.  1683  (supposed) ;  m.  5th  May,  lYOS, 
at  Boston,  to  Grace  Tucker,  of  Boston,  by  Rev.  Cotton  Mather.  They 
had  six  chil,  of  whom  four  d.  young  (supposed). 

CHIL.  OF  ISAAC  PEIliCE'. 

SamueV'  Peirce,  b.  1716  (supposed) ;  d.  at  Boston,  1803. 

2.  Isaa&''Peirce,  (2nd),  of  Boston,  b.  12th  Oct.,  1722;  d.  Purchase 
St.,  Boston,  20th  Dec,  1811  ;  m.  5th  Jan.,  1745,  Mary' Hardy,  of  Salem, 
Mass.     They  had  eight  chil.,  of  whom  four  d.  young. 

CHIL.  OF  ISAAC  PEIRCEl 

3.  Jose'pWPeirce^  b.  Cliristmas,  1745.  (The  North  Church,  Boston, 
chime  of  bells  was  first  rung,  Christmas,  1745.)  M.  6th  April,  1771, 
Ann'  Dawes.f  They  had  thirteen  chil.,  of  whom  eight  d.  young. 
Was  a  merchant  and  Capt.  of  "  Grenadiers."  His  store  was  on  north 
side  State  St.,  Boston.  In  1808  succeeded  his  brother  John  as  one  of 
the  "  Cincinnati."      D.  at  lioston,  1st  Jan.,  1828. 

John  Peirce,l  b.  Mass.,  28th  Sei)t.,  1750.  Capt.-Lieut.  of  Conti- 
nental Army  during  the  American  Revolution.  Lieut,  under  the  Con- 
federation, May,  17^87  ;  Lieut,  of  Arty.  29th  Sept.,  1789;  Capt.  Arts, 
and  Engineers,  Oct.,  1791.  Capt.-Lieut.  John  Peirce  signed  the  roll 
and  became  one  of  the  "Cincinnati,"  1783,  at  the  Cantonments  of  the 
Massachusetts  Line  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  river.  He  d.  22d 
July,  1798,  at  AYalnut  Ilill,  near  Inroad  river,  Franklin  Co.,  Georgia. 

§  L-a a c" 'Peirce,  b.  Christmas,  1753.  Ai)])ointed  June  7th,  1776, 
Ahlc-ile-i'a'mp,  with  the  rank  of  INIajor,  <^o  ]Maj()r-General  H( .ratio  Gates, 
and  served  in  the  Continental  Army.  Was  a  friend  of  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette.     D.  at  Boston,  27th  Feb.,  1781. 


*  This  Eecorrt  of  the  fjimily  of  my  mother,  Mrs.  Edward  A.  West,  formerly  Ann  Peirce,  (p.  4a), 
I  have  com])il(d  c-hiefly  from  J.  II.  I'circe's  (4)  Bible,  now  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Peirce  (.5a). 
Most  of  thr  record  in  this  Bible  is  in  the  handwritinLr  of  J.  II.  Peirce,  and  seems  to  have  been 
derived  liy  him  from  early  records.  Some  of  his  mcnioraiKla  are  transcripts,  the  oriijinals  of  which 
were  written  by  Isaac  Peirce  (2).  To  Mr.  II.  A.  P(  iree  I  am  indebted  lor  information  derived  in 
part  from  documents  in  his  possession,  and  in  part  from  the  Bible  of  Joseph  Peirce  (3).  Hon.  G. 
M.   Peirce  furnished  the  information  about  the   Louisiana  branch  of  the  family. 

For  earlier  (A.  D.  131:^)  and  additional  records  of  the  "Peirces,"  reference  is  made  gpars'vm  to 
the  "A".  E.  Hut.  and  Gen.EefjMery 

New  York,  October,  is(i4.  EDWARD  W.  WEST. 

t  Anne  Dawen.  dau.  of  Col. 'Thomas  and  Hannah  Dawes,  of  Boston,  and  sister  of  Hon.  Thomas 
Dawes,  a  witty  lawyer,  and  author  of  a  popular  soiiir,  '"  Aclams  and  Liberty." 

t  The  persons  thus  marked  lie  buried  in  the  Peirce  tomb,  Kini,''s  Cliapel,  Boston, 
c  Col.  Hamilton  McKee  Peirce  has  minatures  of  the  persons  thus  marked.     Many  other  family 
minatures  were  lost  by  the  burninc;  of  a  Mississijtpi  steamboat. 
t  .John,  Peirce.    (See  Gardjier'g  Army  Dictionary.) 
§  Isaac  Peirce. 

From  Mr.  Peter  Force's  ^^  Anuricari  Archives.'''' 
(Fourth  Series,  vol.  ti,  p.  701.) 
(Parole,  Gafex.)  (Countersign,  Mifflin.) 

Head  Quarters,  New  York,  June  7,  1776. 
The  honourable  the  Continental  Conjrress  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  Horatio  Gates,  Esq., 


Hardy  Peirce,  h.  20t]i  Jnly,  1756.  Lieut,  American  Train  of  Ar- 
tillery. D.  and  was  buried  5th  Nov.,  1776,  at  Fort  Lee.  "in  the 
Jerseys."  Was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball,  shot  by  the  enemy,  and  was 
"  much  lamented  as  an  active  q^'cfr."* 


Major-Geueral.  and  Thomas  Mifflin,  E^q.,  Brigadier-General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies. 
They  are  to  be  obeyed  as  siTch. 

********** 

Walter  Stewart  and  Isaac  Peirce.  Esquires,  are  appointed  Aides-de-Camp  to  Major-General  Gates- 
All  orders,  written  or  verbal,  delivered  by  either  of  tlioni,  are  to  be  considered  as  coming  from  the 
Major-General,  and  obeyed  as  such.  ****** 

(Fifth  Series,  vol.  1,  p.  (!81.— 177fi.) 

[Isaac  Peirce  to  Colonel  Buell.] 

Head  Quarters,  Tyconderoga,  ,Iuly  30th,  ITOi. 
Sir: 

You  are  immediately,  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  to  set  out  for  this  place,  in  order  to  join 
your  regiment.  By  the  General's  command, 

ISAAC  PEIRCE,  Aide-de-Camp. 
To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buell. 

(Fifth  Series,  vol.  1,  p.  828.— 1776.) 

[General  Gates  to  General  Washington.] 

Tyconderoga,  August  7,  177fi. 
Sir: 
**  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Major  Peirce  being  extremely  ill  of  a  fever,  leaves  me  and  my  Secretary  more  writing  to  do  than 
we  can  possibly  accomplish.  *  *  ***** 

With  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  your  Excellency,  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

(Sgd.)  HORATIO  GATES. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

*  A  Consolatory  Thought  addressed  to  Mr.  Isaac  and  Mrs.  Mary  Peirce,  on  the  sndden  and  cmfvl 
Death  of  their  Son,  Lievt.  Hardy  Peirce,  rvho  was  vrifo^-ttinately  killed  by  a  cannon  In  Fort  Lee, 
November  tlie fifth,  1776,  In  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age. 

"  Sic  transit  gloria  mvndl.'' 

When  yon  recount  the  qualities  that  shone 

Conspicuous  in  an  amiable  son, 

Especially  his  fortitude  and  zeal. 

Above  his  years,  to  save  the  common  weal, 

And  then  reflect  by  what  a  sudden  stroke 

The  prospect  of  your  future  joys  was  broke, 

Your  grief  stands  justified  at  reason's  bar 

And  virtue  must  approve  each  generous  tear. 

Yet  Heaven  afford  some  comfort,  some  defence 

Against  this  seeming  frown  of  Providence ; 

In  the  bright  list  of  heroes  see  his  name. 

Enrolled  by  the  kind  hand  of  deathless  fame. 

For  when  New  England  estimates  the  cost 

Of  civil  discord  by  the  sons  she's  lost; 

Wlien  Freedom  ii^' estalilislied  in  the  land. 

And  Peace  and  Contideiice  walk  liand  in  hand, 

Then  those  who  in  tlic  i^dorious  cause  were  slain. 

In  every  grateful  heart  shall  rise  again. 

Their  names  shall  live  and  flourish  on  the  stage, 

Till  time  itself  shall  jx'rish  with  old  aire. 

If  this  reviving  thought  yield  no  relief. 

Throw  back  the  gloomy  curtain  of  your  grief. 

And  liy  the  jx'iietrating  eye  of  Faith, 

Scatter  the  inelniicboly  shades  of  Death; 

Pass  by  a  day  or  two  that  Ikuilts  between. 

And  view  'i'iine's  yravc.  important,  final  scene. 

See  this  young  Warrioi-.  in  liis  Heaven-built  car. 

Crowned  with  tlie  Triuniiihs  of  a  righteous  war 

In  whicli  \w  lell.     VVliiU'  by  .Mmighty  wrath. 

Each  sceptered  Tyrant  dies  a  second  death. 

Behold  the  da/zliiiL;  i;lories  of  tlie  train 

Of  lieroes.  «lio  in  Kreedoni's  cause  were  slain; 

Each  an  immortal  Crown  of  vu'tory  wears, 

Bla/iined  with  sunbeams,  interspersed  with  stars. 
Rev.  VI.,  '.).  In  wliieh  some  mystic  mark  is  fixed,  to  tell 

'I'lie  Heaveii-defeiided  cause  in  which  tliey  fell ; 

Wliile  in  the  midst  we  see  young  Peirce  appear, 

Let  tliis  calm  every  sigli,  dry  i^very  tear. 
Inscribed  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'lMrce,  by  tlieir  Devoted.  Humble  Servant, 

JOSIAH  THROOP. 


CHIL.  OF  JOSEPir  PEIRCE  (8). 

4.  Joseph  Hardif  Peh-ce,  junior,  b.  8th  March,  1773  ;  m.  Dec,  1791, 
at  Charlestowii,  ]Mass.,  Frances*  Temjile  Coi-dis.*  They  had  fourteen 
cliil.,  one  of  whom  <1.  young.  He  ni.  August  16th,  1819,  for  his  second 
wife,  Abby  Robinson,  or  Newport,  R.  I.  Tiiey  had  two  chih,  who  d. 
young.  Was  for  some  years  Aide-de-Ca.mp  to  Governors  Broolvs  and 
Strong,  and  two  other  Governors.  Was  State  Commissioner  to  Wash- 
ington City,  to  advocate  Massachusetts'  claims,  which  originated  during 
the  war  of  1812.  In  1828  he  succeeded  his  father,  Joseph,  as  one  of 
the  Cincinnati,  by  a  vote  of  that  Soc'ety.  On  1st  Dec,  1831,  he  and 
his  wife  set  sail  for  New  Orleans,  and  as  tlie  vessel  was  never  after- 
wards heard,  of,  she  probably  foundered  at  sea.    * 

Ann  Peirce^  b.  11th  August,  1774  ;  m.  John  Lathrop.f  They  had  a 
son  Isaac,  (who  d.  young),  and  a  daughter,  Ann  Peirce  Lathrop.J 
D.  10th  October,  1800,  and  Avas  buried  in  Col.  Dawes'  tomb. 

Hannah  Paices  Peirce^  b.  3d  January,  1783  ;  m.  Thomas  P,  Kettell  '■> 
d.  1856. 

Elizabeth  Somes  Peirce.,  b.  25th  October,  1787 ;  m.  Fitch  Pool  Putnam. 

Maria  Peirce,  b.  October,  1789. 

CHIL.  OF  JOSEPH  HARDY  PEIRCE  (4). 

Joseph  Peirce,  b.  at  Boston,  9th  May,  1792  ;  d.  3d  September,  1823. 

Frances  Peirce,  b.  at  Boston,  17th  January,  1794;  m.  24th  October, 
1810,  to  Henry  Gray,g  of  Boston;  d.  22d  March,  1830. 

"  Pelia  Peirce,  b.  16th  February,  1796  ;  m.,  1851,  Gen.  J.  L.  C.  Amec|| 

3Iarcia  Peirce,  h.  29th  April,  1797;  m.  Thomas  Blanchard.^1     They 

had  Thomas,  who  d.  young,  and  Delia,  d. .     Marcia  d.  at  Boston, 

Nov.  15th,  1861. 


*  Frances  Temple  ConHs,  h.  3  December,  1770.  at  Haverhill,  Mass. ;  d.  at  Boston,  Saturday,  8th 
April,  1S15.    Was  daughter  of  Joseph  Cordis  (b.  4  June.  1740)  and  Rebecca  (Uussell;  Cordis. 

t  John  Lathr02K  son  of  the  well  kuown  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  of  the  North  Church,  Boston. 

%  Ann  Peirce  Lathrop.  in.  Mr.  Motley.  They  had  a  son,  Hon.  John  Lathrop  Motley,  the 
Historian. 

§  Henry  &ray,  son  of  William  OJray,  of  Boston,  the  eminent  merchant. 

II  J.  L.  C.  Amee. 


From  the  "  N.  Y.  Commercial  Advertiser,"  4th  Feb- 
ruary 18«i7. 

DEATH. 

Boston,  Feb.  4. 

General  Joseph  L.  C.  Amee.  formerly  Chief  of  Police 
of  this  City,  and  Quarter  Master  in  General  Sheridan's 
command,  died  this  morning,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 


•i  DEATH  OF  THOMAS  BLANCHARD. 

Thomas  Blanchard.  one  of  the  greatest  inventors  America  has  ever  produced,  died  at  Boston  on 
Saturday,  from  an  apopletic  fit.  by  which  he  was  attacked  the  day  before.  Mr.  Blanchard  was 
born  in  Sutton.  Worcester  County.  June  24.  178S,  and  he  had  consequently  nearly  attained  his 
seventy-tifth  year.  At  an  early  aire  he  manifested  an  extraordinary  taste  for  mechanical  pursuits, 
and  althougli  his  education  in  this,  as  in  every  other  respect,  was  quite  limited,  he  invented  a 
machine,  when  only  18  years  old,  that  he  perfected  so  that  it  made  tacks  at  the  rate  of  500  a 
minute.  He  sold  tlie  patent  right  of  this  machine  for  $5,000.  His  next  valuable  invention  was  a 
lathe  for  turning  the  whole  of  a  lmui  barrel,  from  end  to  end,  by  the  combimation  of  a  single  self- 
directed  operation.    This  invention,  which  was  immediately  taken  advantage  of  by  the  Govern- 


Marcus  TulUus  Peirce,  b.  fVth  May,  1799;  m.  28th  A])ril,  1830, 
Sarah  C.  E.  Wood.*  They  had  a  dan.,  Sarah  Frances.  Marcus  was 
a  sea  Captain. 

5.  Constcmthis"  Peirce.h.  at  Boston,  9th  May,  1801.  Was  Third 
Lieut.  Arty.,  U.  S.  A.,  18th  April,  and  Second  Lieut.  April,  1818  ;  First 
Lieut.- Sept.,  1820;  in    First  Infty.  May,  1821;  resigned,  30th  June, 


Rouge,  also  022  arpents  of  land  bordering  Baton  Kouge  on  the  north 
and  fronting  the  Mississippi.  He  finally  engaged,  as  Captain  of  Vol- 
unteers, in  tlie  Way  for  the  Independence  of  Texas,  and  died  near 
San  Jacinto,  Texas,  while  acting  as  Colonel  of  his  regiment. 

Isaac  Peirce,  h.  21st  January,  1803;  d.  (supposed)  1863, 

iMMra  Pehee,h.  28th  April,  1804  ;  m.  6th  September,  1825,  to  Cant. 
Sam.  M.  Holland. 

Ann  Peirce\  b.  30th  April,  1805;  m.  22nd  September,  1835,  Edward 
Augustus  West,  of  Boston. 

3fary  Elizabeth  Peirce,  b.  31st  March,  1807;  m.  Edward  F.  Hall, 
29th  January,.  1826. 

6,  Henry  Augustus  Peirce,  Merchant,  of  Boston,  b.  15th  December, 
1808;  m.  5th  July,  1838,  Susan  R.  Thompson.  They  have  two  chil. 
As  Survivor  is  one  of  the  "  Cincinnati." 

7.  John  Peirce,  b.  6th  August,  1812  ;  m . 


ment  at  the  armory  in  this  city,  was  the  Rorm  of  his  greatest  invention— a  lathe  for  turning 
irroguhir  bodies,  his  first  application  of  it  bcini;  to  the  tiirnin<r  of  gun  stocks.  After  obtaininjj  a 
patent  at  Washington,  he  made  his  first  machine  for  the  Harper's  P'erry  armory,  and  soon  after,  in 
the  summer  of  isli),  came  to  this  city  and  duiilicated  it  for  the  army  here.  This  remarkable  machine, 
with  modifications  and  improvements,  is  now  used  in  all  the  armories  of  this  country  as  well  as  EnD;- 
land,  and  is  applied  to  numerous  operations  in  makintr  ifun  stocks,  such  as  cuttinC'  the  cavity  for 
the  lock,  barrel,  ramrod,  butt  plates,  and  monntin<,'s,  comprisinir,  with  the  turninj,'  of  the  s'tock 
and  barrel^  no  less  than  thirteen  different  machines.  The  same  i)rinciple  has  been  applied  to  a 
great  variety  of  objects,  such  as  busts,  shoe  lasts,  axe  handles,  ox  yokes,  &c. 

A  year  or  two  after  he  had  develoi)ed  tliis  valuable  principle  "in  the  stockimr  machine,  Mr. 
Blanchard  came  to  this  city  to  reside,  occui)yin^  at  first  a  house  on  Mill  Street,  but  afterwards  one 
upon  Wilcox  street.  He  spent  in  SjjrinLrfieid  tin  of  the  most  active  vears  of  his  life.  Inventions 
followed  inventions  with  suri)risiu^'  rapiditv.  Many  of  them  were  tliouirht  chimerical,  and  after  a 
trial  rejected  by  himself  as  worthless.  Of  the  latter  kind  was  a  steam  carriatje  for  travidlini;  on 
common  roads,  which  he  made  secretly  at  Banirs'  Mill,  and  in  the  middle  of  one  dark  iiiirht  ran  up 
town  by  way  of  experiment.  Mr.  Blanchard  also  desitrned  and  built  the  first  steamboat  that  ever 
passed  the  Enfield  Falls  in  the  Connecticut.  She  was  a  stern-wheeled  craft,  called  the  Massa- 
chusetts, and  was  built  on  a  lot  near  what  is  now  Hubbard's  Avenue,  and  thence  rolled  on  wheels 
to  the  river,  the  launch  beiuir  made  a  i^ala  day  in  Sitrinirfield.  The  Massachusetts  ran  constantly 
until  the  Hartford  and  Ni'w  Haven  l{aih-oad  i>rovided  a  better  and  more  expeditious  mode  of  com- 
munication down  tlie  river.  About  the  time  Mr.  Blanchard  left  this  citv,  she  was  bouirht  by 
Ch(^ster  W.  (Jlia))!)),  who  with  her  laid  thr  foundation  of  his  iireseut  i)riueerv  fortune-. 

Since  his  residence  in  this  city,  Mr.  Blancli;ird  has  lived  most  of  the  time  in  Jioston,  where  he 
has  labored  with  the  same  interesting;  activity  which  cliaracteri/.ed  the  earliest  i)art  of  his  life. 
His  most  important  invention  of  late  years  is  the  maehiiK'  for  "bendinir''  lieavv  timber,  which 
has  been  usi^d  with  eminent  siu'cess  in  shii)  bnildiuL'.  He  took  out  no  less  than  twentv-five 
patents  for  his  various  inventions,  and  had  to  underiro  a  good  deal  of  vexations  litiiration  to 
establish  his  right  to  tliose  wliicli  have  made  him  famous.  All liougli  he  was  comparatively  poor 
until  well  advanced  in  life,  he  died  weallliy.  Socially  he  was  the  centre  of  a  warm  circle  of  friends, 
and  the  many  valuable  works  of  his  genius  have  uiadt'  him  many  others,  to  whom  he  was  per- 
sonally unknown,  and  will  jjreserve  his  name  thrmiu'li  many  years  to  come.— i?fWo«  TranscHpt. 

*  Sarah  C.  E.  Wood,  dau.  of  Judge  Jacob  Wood,  of  Potosi,  near  Darien,  (Jeorgia. 

+  Constantius  Peirce.    (See  Gardner's  "  Dictionary  of  the  Army.") 

X  Mary  Steer,  a  ward  of  the  Minor  family  of  Louisiana. 

§  '-Arlington:'    (See  Norman  &  Persacs'  "  Chart  of  the  Lower  Mississippi.") 


Hardy  Peirce,  b.  21st  March,  1814;  d.  1st  May,  1«38. 
CHIL.  OF  CONSTANTirS  PEIRCE  (5). 

Hamilton  McKee  Peirce,^  h.  23d  Sept.,  1824.  Was  a  Louisiana 
State  Col.  of  Vols,  m  Mexican  War.     Lives  near  Baton  Rouge,  1864. 

Frances  Tenrple  Peirce^\i.  9tli  February,  1826;  m.  185  V  Eertrand 
Harolson,  lawyer,  lately  Register  Loiiisiana  Land  Office.  Lives  near 
Grosse  Tete,  Louisiana. 

8.  Grenville  MelUn  Peirce,  \x  5th  Dec,  1827.  Graduated  at 
Princeton  College,  N.  J.,  18th  August,  1855.  31.  ]Mary  Charlotte 
Baker.  They  have  two  cliil.  Was  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  House 
of  Representatives.     Lives  on  his  plantation  near  Baton  Rouge. 

Mary  Steer  Peirce,  b.  2Sth  February,  1830;  m.  Joseph  INIather,  owner 
of  the  "  La  Belle  Alliance,"*  a  large  plantation  in  Saint  James  Parish, 
near  New  Orleans,  La.     Mary  d.  3d  July,  1854. 

Laura  Peirce,  b.  ;  m.  Fergus  Harolson.     Their  house  was  on 

the  Mississippi,  near  Saint  Francisville,  east  of  Bayou  Sara,  bnt  was 
destroyed  by  shells  from  the  U.  S.  gunboats,  to  stop  Rebel  Guerilla 
attacks  in  the  vicinity.  • 

Sarah  Peirce,  b. ;  not  m.     Lives  at  "  La  Belle  Alliance."* 

CHIL.  OF  HEXRY  AUGUSTUS  PEIRCE  (6). 

Elki  Augusta  Peirce,\).  3d.  October,  18.'^9;  ra.  Frederick  Clapp,  of 
Greenfield,  Mass. 

Henry  Marcus  Peirce,  b.  November  23d,  1846. 

*  TjO  BflU  Alliance..    (See  Norman  &  Persao"?  Ohni-t.")  p 


>c^ 


